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neither the Church itself, may make any laws for the Church
other than Christ hath already left in his word. . . . The holy
government of Christ belongeth not to the profane or un-
believing . . - but over every particular congregation of Christ
there ought to be an eldership, and every such congregation
ought to their uttermost power to endeavour thereunto.

Barrowe's lamination: Earl. Misc. ed. 1745, IV. p. 332.
(3) They [the magistrates] may do nothing concerning the
Church, but only civilly and as civil magistrates : that is, they
have not that authority over the Church as to be prophets or
priests or spiritual kings, as they are magistrates over the same,
but only to rule the commonwealth in all outward justice, to
maintain the right welfare and honour thereof with outward
power, bodily punishment and civil forcing of men. And
therefore also, because the Church is in a commonwealth, it is
of their charge : that is, concerning the outward provision and
outward justice, they are to look to it; but to compel religion,
to plant churches by power, and to force a submission to eccle-
siastical government by laws and penalties belongeth not to
them, . ..

The Church^ planted or gathered is a company or number of
Christians or believers, which, by a willing covenant made
with their God, are under the government of God and Christ
and keep his laws in one holy communion; because Christ hath
redeemed them unto holiness and happiness for ever, from
which they were fallen by the sin of Adam.

Works of Robert Browne (quoted ly Dexter, Congregationalism,
pp. 101, 105).

24. Martin Mar prelate libels, 1588.

Ut externo bello, ita etiam interno schismate hoc tempore
laboravit Anglia: schismatica enirn pravitas semper bello
ardente maxime luxuriat. Nee certe contumax in eccle-
siastioos magistratus impudentia et contumeliosa improbitas
insolentius alias se exercuit. Etenim cum Hegina, quae
semper eadem, novatores in religione audire noluerit, quos
ecclesiasticae administrationis et regiae praerogativae nervos
succisuros existiraavit, nonnulH ex iis qui Genevensis Ecclesiae